
Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference

One week at the 
beginning

of spring 2021

 In 2020 it was planned 23-27 March

• Organized by 1st year PhDs -> YOU 
• From 2019 : common to TE and PU

Cancelled because of Covid

Robin LACASSIN (IPGP) 
Alexis COLEIRO (APC)



Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference

Initially planned 23-27 March 2020

Cancelled and postponed to 29-30 
October with a shorter, 2 days, format

Cancelled again, keeping only the 
Careers in Science day to be organized 

at the end of October or in November

Thanks to D1 (now D2) for all the 
work done !

Cancelled because of Covid



Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference

In 2020, one week - end of March

- 4 days scientific conferences (oral & poster sessions)
• Talks by 3rd yr PhDs + some invited foreign PhDs (8-10) 

• Posters by 1st-2nd yr PhDs during lunch and coffee breaks 

- 1 day “ Careers in Science ” (wednesday): 
Think about jobs, meet with industry and former ED’s doctorates   

- last afternoon (friday): a closing conference  
On a timely topic, for a general audience (2-3 invited speakers) 

• Organized by 1st year PhDs -> YOU 
• Common to TE and PU 

• Mandatory for all STEP’UP doctorates



Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference

We try to organize
this day at the end of

October or in November
2020

More info soon



Organization tasks :
• Prepare and send conference call for abstracts, receive abstracts and organize program, 
invite foreign students (or other ED students ?). 

• Invite, select, welcome and guide foreign PhD participants - and/or other ED ? 

• Set conference web site, design conference posters and program booklet. Advertize the 
conference. 

• “Careers in Science” day: Organize full day talks and discussions with speakers already 
working industry and academia  (invite participants, manage the day). 2021 ? 

• Logistics : order goodies, organize coffee breaks, organize teams for on site logistics 
(sessions, coffee breaks…)  

• Coordination, between different organizing teams and between TE and PU. 

• Set general conferences theme (" Exoplanets " in 2020), organize conferences and invite 
speakers 

Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference

For 2021, re-use some work done for the cancelled 2019 CDD

But uncertainties for 2021 because 
of continuing COVID19…



In 2020, 7 organizing teams :
• Program web 
• Program meeting 
• Communication 
• Foreign Students 
• “Journée Emploi”  2021 ? 
• Logistics 
• Coordination 

Background material : 
  -  Organizing reports and documents from previous years  
  -  List of registered PhD students with PhD title and year into diploma 
Advice and support from now till the conference in march :  
  -  Robin Lacassin (TE) – Alexis Coleiro (PU) 
  -  the organizing teams for 2020 and in particular their coordinators 
And for budget issues : Admin. staff ED STEP'UP   +  association HEKLA

1 person coordinates each team 

Congrès des Doctorants
PhD conference



To do now !

• Discuss, get and listen feedback by last year’s organizers.
• Think about in which team you are interested for organizing next 
conference  
• Think if you would like to be a team coordinator.  
Exciting, you’ll learn a lot, meet people, excellent team management 
experience, good for CV !  
But it is hard work, and a sense of the collective is critical. 

• We will set a first meeting soon with all D1 to start the work, and 
coordinate with former organizers (now D2)
Objective of this meeting: form the teams and define the method and 
calendar for the organization of the 2020 edition.
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